
1

Learning Objective:

To use artefacts to learn more about the past. 

Success Criteria:

 Understand how sources of evidence can teach us about 

Anglo Saxon culture. 

 To learn about what was found at Sutton Hoo. 

 To use evidence from what was found to tell us about who 

the discovery belonged to. 

Wednesday 27
th

January 2021



Digging up the Past

1. What do we mean by 

the term ‘digging up 

the past’?

2. Is it important to 

know what happened 

in times before we 

were even born?

3. What can ‘digging up 

the past’ teach us?

4. What is archaeology?

5. Who is a historian?



Anglo-Saxon Finds

Archaeologists and historians have an important role in helping 

us to understand what life was like in Anglo-Saxon Britain. This, 

in turn helps us to understand how the Anglo-Saxons shaped the 

world in which we live today.

Looking at artefacts and forming conclusions about 

life in Anglo-Saxon Britain is important because:

• We can learn from the success and mistakes of the 

people.

• We can develop and refine new forms of art and 

technology by examining how and why things were 

done in the Anglo-Saxon times.

• It can help us to develop a sense of perspective and 

belonging as we understand our place in the 

chronology of British history.

• We can examine the relationships and interactions 

between Anglo-Saxon groups and societies and 

compare and contrast them with how we live today.



Being Historians

Today we are going to be historians, examining evidence from 

Anglo-Saxon Britain. We are going to ask and answer questions 

about the artefacts and evidence we see to work out what it can 

teach us about the life and culture of the Anglo-Saxon people.

For each source of evidence we will 

consider the following questions:

What do you think the items found at 

Sutton Hoo are?

Who do you think would have used 

them?

Where do you think the items came from 

originally?

What are they made of?

What do the artefacts tell us about 

Sutton Hoo? 

What does Sutton Hoo teach us about 

Anglo Saxon life?

Any other observations?



The mystery of 

the empty 

grave…
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Click here to show the start of the video 

to introduce the Sutton Hoo site (first 45 

seconds)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjxXQif6VMI
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The 

finds
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One spoon is inscribed 

Paul the other Saul

The owner at some 

time must have been 

Christian but the 

burial is pagan.
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What do the finds tell us?

Watch the short video
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Link is to beginning of clip: show from discovery of finds starting 

at 6min 15sec 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjxXQif6VMI


Artist’s impressions of the final scene
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Which artefacts tell us?

A. The owner must 

have been very 

important.

B. The owner was a 

king.

C. The burial must 

have been 

between AD 595 

and AD 625.

D. The owner was 

an  East 

Anglian.

E. The owner was  

possibly 

Christian at 

some stage.

F. The owner was a 

‘superking’ or 

Bretwalda.
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So who was he?

• Here are 4 possible people it 

might be. 
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Sigeberht of East 

Anglia (also known 

as Saint Sigebert) 

was King of East 

Anglia from c.629 to 

c.634. 

A
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Sigebert



B
Eorpwald was the 

son of Raedwald 

and ruled as King 

of East Anglia from 

c.624 to c.627.
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Eorpwald



C

Raedwald

Rædwald,  was 

King of the East 

Angles from c. 

AD 600 until his 

death in c.624.

He was a 

Bretwalda, 

a superior 

king.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_of_East_Anglia


D

Offa was the King of Mercia 

from  AD 757 until his death 

in July 796.
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Offa

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Offa_of_Mercia


Ethelberht, King of 

Kent (reigned c.560-

616)

who became the 

first English king 

to be converted 

to Christianity

Why 

couldn’t 

it be 

Ethelbert?
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So, who is the owner?

Sigebert
Eorpwald

A B

C D

Raedwald
Offa

24



The answer?
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Watch the last minute of this video clip  to find out (forward clip 

to start at 8.58)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjxXQif6VMI


We carry on 

learning 

more about 

the Saxons 

each day. In 

2009 this 

treasure 

hoard was 

discovered 

worth £3 

million!.
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