The Great Fire of London

Today we will be...
Finding out why the Great Fire spread so quickly and why it
stayed alight for so long.
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The Great Fire of London began on 2nd September and lasted for nearly
5 days. Around 13,000 homes were burned down leaving 100,000
people without homes. 84 churches and more than 40 halls were also
destroyed.
Why do you think the fire was able to
spread so quickly across London?

Why do you think it took so long to
stop the fire?
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In the 1660s, houses in London were made out of wood and straw
so they caught fire very easily. Also, the houses were very close
together in narrow streets which made it easy for the flames to jump
from one house to the next.
This picture shows how 17th century homes were
built. Wooden posts made the frame of the house.
Panels of wattle and daub were then placed in
between the frame and straw was used for the roof.
This man is making a wattle and daub
panel. The wattle is criss-crossed twigs
which is then filled in with daub which is
a mixture of mud, manure, hair and straw.
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As well as very flammable houses, there were lots of warehouses all
along the River Thames full of flammable things like cloth, pitch and
oils. All these materials ignite very quickly and burn for a long time.
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Why did the fire go on so long?
There was no such thing as the fire
service in the 1660s. Every church
was supposed to have fire hooks and
ladders in case of fire. Fire hooks
would be used to pull houses down,
which helped stop fires. Water would
be poured on from buckets or squirts
which were like huge water pistols!
The Lord Mayor of London, Sir Thomas Bloodworth, and King Charles II both
hesitated too long to pull down houses or blow them up. If they had done it sooner,
the fire would not have gone on so long.
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The weather also caused the fire to last for a long time. That summer had
been very dry so houses caught fire more easily than if it had been wet.
There was also a strong wind blowing the flames to the west. It was only
when the wind died down that the fire was able to be brought under control.

Can you see how the wind is blowing the fire
to the west in these pictures?
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Can you complete these sentences?
See if you can give more than one reason for each sentence.

The Great Fire
spread quickly
because...
The Great Fire
lasted a long time
because...
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