


This week, we are going to be looking at three different 
root words:

What do you notice about them?

refer prefer transfer

They all end in –fer. They are all verbs.



refer + ence = reference

Look at what happens when we add different vowel 
suffixes to the root word ‘refer’.

What has happened to some 
of the words?

In some of the words, the ‘r’ is 
doubled when the vowel suffix 
is added. But why?

refer + ee = referee

refer + ing = referring

refer + ed = referred

refer + al = referral



In the light 
green words, the 
‘fer’ syllable is 
stressed, so the 
‘r’ is doubled.

In the dark 
green words, the 
‘fer’ syllable is 
unstressed, so 
the ‘r’ is not 

doubled.

Say each word aloud.

referring referred referral

reference referee



In the light 
green words, the 
‘fer’ syllable is 
stressed, so the 
‘r’ is doubled.

In the dark 
green words, the 
‘fer’ syllable is 
unstressed, so 
the ‘r’ is not 

doubled.

Say each word aloud.
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preference



In the light 
green words, the 
‘fer’ syllable is 
stressed, so the 
‘r’ is doubled.

In the dark 
green words, the 
‘fer’ syllable is 
unstressed, so 
the ‘r’ is not 

doubled.

Say each word aloud.

transferring transference



Let’s speed write!

How many times in the next minute 
can you write…

accurately?

Try to write in a cursive 
style to help you write 

at a faster pace!
Start1:001:000:590:580:570:560:550:540:530:520:510:500:490:480:470:460:450:440:430:420:410:400:390:380:370:360:350:340:330:320:310:300:290:280:270:260:250:240:230:220:210:200:190:180:170:160:150:140:130:120:110:100:090:080:070:060:050:040:030:020:01Time’s up!
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