


Gender

Important Words

Homosexual Lesbian Heterosexual

The state of being 
(or identifying as) 

a man or a 
woman.

This means someone 
who is attracted to a 
person with the same 

sex or gender as 
them. The term ‘gay’ 
is used more often.

A woman who 
is attracted to 
other women.

When someone is 
attracted to a person of 

the opposite sex or 
gender to their own, 

they are known as being 
heterosexual.



Bisexual – A word to describe someone 
who is attracted to both men and women
(for example, a woman finding men and 
women attractive).

Transgender – A word used to describe 
people who feel the sex they were 
registered with at birth doesn’t match the 
gender they feel themselves to be. For 
example, someone who is registered male, 
may feel that they are a woman.

Plus (+) – Anyone who doesn’t fit into, or 
identify with, any of the other definitions.

What Do These Words Mean?



Timeline

• 1967 – Homosexual behaviour was no 
longer a crime in the UK.

• 1988 – It became illegal for people to talk 
positively about homosexuality in schools.

• 2000 – Gay and lesbian people were 
allowed to serve in the armed forces.

• 2003 – The law which made it illegal for 
people to talk positively about  
homosexuality in schools was abolished.

• 2014 – In England and Wales, gay and 
lesbian couples could legally marry. 
Scotland followed later the same year.



LGBT+ Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Plus.

What Is Pride?

Gay Pride, also known as LGBT+ Pride, is about fighting negative attitudes and 
behaviour towards LGBT+ people. It is about celebrating who you are and 
supporting gay rights. 



Pride marches, parades and festivals 
are held in many different places all 
over the world. 

They are an opportunity to 
celebrate the diversity and gender 
differences in our world, promoting 
equal rights for all.

There is pride in how far equal 
rights have come.

Celebrating Pride



In June 1970, to remember these demonstrations, 
the first Pride march took place in Chicago. 
The march now takes place every year. 

The Start of Pride

In the United States, being gay used to 
be illegal. This meant that anyone who 
was thought to be gay could be arrested. 

In 1969, after a police raid, riots 
(fighting) broke out and LGBT people in 
New York City began to protest. 



If you were given the task of designing 
a new symbol to represent the LGBT+ 
community, what would you come up 
with? 

Rainbow Flag

The rainbow flag was first used at a Gay 
Freedom Day Parade in America in 1978. 

Gilbert Baker was asked to design a 
symbol to represent gay people. 

He chose the rainbow because…

‘We are all the colours and all the 
genders and all the races. The rainbow is 
a magical part of nature.’



Things to remember:

• Everyone should feel like they can 
be themselves.

• Everyone should be allowed to be 
proud of who they are.

• Everyone deserves to be treated with 
respect.

All Different, All Wonderful


